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Abstract: This talk will summarize the current state of the law on impact assessment and 
climate change in the U.S., in other countries, and under global agreements. The relevant 
federal and state regulations and ensuing litigation will be covered, with special reference 
to the draft guidance from the U.S. Council on Environmental Quality, and the states of 
California, Washington and New York. The major court decisions concerning analysis of 
climate issues under the National Environmental Policy Act and its state equivalents will 
be summarized. Based on this, legal guidance for impact assessment professionals will be 
discussed. 
 
 
Summary: This talk will summarize the current state of the law on impact assessment and 
climate change in the U.S., in other countries, and under global agreements. The relevant 
federal and state regulations and ensuing litigation will be covered. Based on this, legal 
guidance for impact assessment professionals will be discussed. 


